WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. An object shooting condition judging device for an image shooting apparatus, the 
device comprising: 

an ultraviolet light detecting element for detecting received ultraviolet light; 

comparing means for comparing ultraviolet light intensity detected by the 
ultraviolet light detecting element to a predetermined intensity; and 

judging means forjudging shooting conditions of an object based on the 
comparison result of the comparing means. 

2. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 1, wherein the 
ultraviolet light detecting element is disposed on a taking lens side of the image 
shooting apparatus. 

3. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 1, wherein the 
ultraviolet light detecting element is disposed on a side opposite to a taking lens side of 
the image shooting apparatus. 

4. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 1, wherein an 
ultraviolet light transmitting lens is disposed on an ultraviolet light incident side of the 
ultraviolet light detecting element. 

5. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 1, wherein the 
ultraviolet light detecting element is constituted by a semiconductor including at least 
one group III element and nitrogen. 
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6. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 1, further comprising 
a display unit for displaying ultraviolet light intensity detected by the ultraviolet light 
receiving element. 

7. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 1, wherein a 
threshold value of the predetermined intensity of ultraviolet light is set to equal to or 
more than 10 juW/cm 2 . 

8. An object shooting condition judging device comprising: 

a first ultraviolet light detecting element disposed on a taking lens side of an 
image shooting apparatus so as to detect received ultraviolet light; 

a second ultraviolet light detecting element disposed on a side opposite to the 
taking lens side of the image shooting apparatus so as to detect received ultraviolet 
light; 

comparing means for comparing ultraviolet light intensity detected by the first 
ultraviolet light detecting element and ultraviolet light intensity detected by the second 
ultraviolet light detecting element, with a first predetermined value, respectively, and 
also comparing a difference or ratio between the ultraviolet light intensity detected by 
the first ultraviolet light detecting element and the ultraviolet light intensity detected by 
the second ultraviolet light detecting element, with a second predetermined value; and 

judging means forjudging shooting conditions of an object based on the 
comparison result of the comparing means. 

9. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 8, wherein an 
ultraviolet light transmitting lens is disposed on an ultraviolet light incident side of the 
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ultraviolet light detecting element. 

10. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 8, wherein the 
ultraviolet light detecting element is constituted by a semiconductor including at least 
one group HI element and nitrogen. 

11. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 8, further 
comprising a display unit for displaying ultraviolet light intensity detected by the 
ultraviolet light receiving element. 

12. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 8, wherein the first 
predetermined value of ultraviolet light is equal to or more than 10 |uW/cm 2 . 

13. An image quality adjustment device for adjusting image quality based on the 
judgment result of an object shooting condition judging device according to claim 1. 

14. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 13, wherein white 
balance is adjusted according to the judgment result of the judging means. 

15. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 13, wherein the 
judging means judges that the object is illuminated by sunlight when the detected 
ultraviolet light intensity is equal to or more than the predetermined intensity, and the 
adjustment means adjusts white balance based on the judgment. 

16. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 13, wherein the 
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judging means judges that the object is illuminated by light of a fluorescent lamp 
indoors when the detected ultraviolet light intensity is less than the predetermined 
intensity, and the adjustment means adjusts white balance based on the judgment. 

17. An object shooting condition judging device according to claim 13, further 
comprising: 

a first ultraviolet light detecting element disposed on a taking lens side of the 
image shooting apparatus; and 

a second ultraviolet light detecting element disposed on a side opposite to the 
taking lens side of the image shooting apparatus, wherein 

the comparing means compares ultraviolet light intensity detected by the first 
ultraviolet light detecting element and ultraviolet light intensity detected by the second 
ultraviolet light detecting element, with a first predetermined value, respectively, and 
also comparing a difference or ratio between the ultraviolet light intensity detected by 
the first ultraviolet light detecting element and the ultraviolet light intensity detected by 
the second ultraviolet light detecting element, with a second predetermined value, and 

the judging means judges shooting conditions of an object based on the 
comparison result of the comparing means. 

18. An image adjustment device comprising: 

a first ultraviolet light detecting element disposed on a taking lens side of an 
image shooting apparatus so as to detect received ultraviolet light; 

a second ultraviolet light detecting element disposed on a side opposite to the 
taking lens side of the image shooting apparatus so as to detect received ultraviolet 
light; 
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comparing means for comparing ultraviolet light intensity detected by the first 
ultraviolet light detecting element with a first predetermined value, the comparing 
means also comparing ultraviolet light intensity detected by the second ultraviolet light 
detecting element with the first predetermined value, and the comparing means also 
comparing a difference between the ultraviolet light intensity detected by the first 
ultraviolet light detecting element and the ultraviolet light intensity detected by the 
second ultraviolet light detecting element or a ratio between both intensities to a second 
predetermined value; 

judging means forjudging shooting conditions of an object based on the 
comparison result of the comparing means; and 

adjustment means for adjusting white balance according to the judgment result 
of the judging means. 

19. An image shooting apparatus equipped with an object shooting condition judging 
device according to claim 1 or an image quality adjustment device according to claim 
14. 

20. An image shooting apparatus according to claim 19, further comprising lighting 
means for lighting flash when shooting based on the comparison result of the comparing 
means. 

21. An image shooting apparatus according to claim 19, further comprising a plural 
number of illuminance detecting means for detecting illuminance of visible light and 
lighting means for lighting flash when shooting based on the comparison result of 
illuminance detected by the illuminance detecting means. 
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